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Siegfried Contemporary is pleased to present Fantasia a contemporary sculptural 
exhibition with works by Caroline Achaintre, Christine Roland and Jonathan Trayte.  
 
Fantasia brings together three artists working in different crafts. They take us to 
an imaginary universe of tropical vegetation, mystical creatures, hybrid bodies, and 
luring entities. Some of them express their artistic vision with the desire for the 
playful, the strange and the supernatural. Others use form and strange natural 
shapes to achieve their vision. Using a wide range of materials, methods and 
processes their works investigates textures, forms, surfaces as well as light and 
colours.  
 
Born in Toulouse in 1969, Caroline Achaintre lives and works in London. Her point 
of departure often starts with the uncanny and the monstrous as a form of expression 
of psychic states. Working with a large variety of materials such as wool, ceramic, 
and watercolour, Achaintre often combines different motifs with one another, for 
example an animal with a human face, creating hybrid looking creatures. Her work 
is influenced by science fiction, central European carnival, German Expressionism, 
post-war British sculpture, and primitivism. Achaintre is interested in these periods 
because they present junctures between the ancient and modern, psychological and 
physical, exoticism and technology. Caroline Achaintre received a BFA at the 
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Chelsea College of Art and Design in 2000 and an MA in Fine Art at Goldsmiths 
University in 2003. Her works has been part of numerous international exhibitions. 
Her recent solo exhibitions includes CAPC Musee d’Art Contemporain, Boordeaux 
(2019); Fondazione Giuliani, Rome (2019); Permanent Wave, Belvedere Museum, 
Vienna (2019); Duo infernal, Art Concept, Paris (2018); Escaner: Caroline Achaintre, 
Museo de Arte Precolombiano, Casa de Abado, Quito (2018), Baltic, Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Gateshead (2016); Caroline Achaintre, Tate Britain, London 
(2015); Present/Future, Illy Prize, Castello di Rivoli, Turin, (2014). 

Christine Roland is a Danish Berlin-based ceramicist, creating unique handmade 
works of stoneware and porcelain. All her works are made by hand, leaving on each 
piece a strong trace of her identity, without using traditional moulds. Having a 
background in tailoring allows her to shape her ceramics in a particular and unique 
way that explores the limit of materiality and gives a sense of infinity. For this 
project Roland worked closely with the botanical designer Mary Lennox to install 
succulents and cactus plants, some of which are more than fifty years old, within 
her stoneware vases. The strong contrasts and individual forms of each plant married 
to the ceramics renders an inventory of striking yet simple beauty. Christine Roland 
has had a few international exhibitions, her most recent at Tanya Leighton gallery, 
Berlin (2019), Can Cats Talk to Dog in Their Own Way, One Star Press, Paris; Can 
Cats Talk to Dog in Their Own Way, Jochum Rodgers, Berlin; Frank Elbaz Gallery, 
Paris (2019); and Roksanda Ilincic, London (2019).  

Jonathan Trayte is an English artist based in London, who paints bronze sculptures 
and aluminium cut-outs that resemble food, confectionary, and natural forms. His 
approach is largely informed by the vocabulary of colour used in food display and 
packaging in order to manipulate consumer decision making. His work explores the 
psychology of desire by using a wide range of materials and a saccharine touch of 
colours. Jonathan Trayte received a BFA from University of the Creative Arts 
Canterbury in 2004, and a postgraduate degree in Fine Art from Royal Academy 
Schools in 2010. Trayte’s work has been included in numerous international 
exhibitions. His recent solo exhibitions include Psychotropic, Roche Court, New Art 
Centre, Wiltshire (2020); The Spectacle, 100 Bishopsgate, London (2019); The 
London Open 2018, Whitechapel gallery, London (2018); Fruiting Habits, Friedman 
Benda, New York, USA (2018), Schussboomer, Scanner Projects, London (2017-18); 
Tropicana, Siegfried Contemporary, Christie’s Mayfair, London (2017), Polyculture,  
The Tetley, Leeds, UK (2016); Experiments in Consuming, The Kings School, 
Canterbury, UK (2016); Pazar, Marcelle Joseph Projects and Istanbul Art Project, 
Istanbul, Turkey (2014). In 2016, he was awarded the Fashion Arts Foundation Award 
by the British Fashion Council and was the recipient of Time Out Istanbul Residency 
in Turkey in 2014. 
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