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BACKDROP SWITZERLAND EXPO at Gstaad Palace

BACKDROP SWITZERLAND Association will install a photo exhibition on cinema 
at the legendary Gstaad Palace.

After a highly successful first edition at the Locarno Festival, Backdrop Switzerland Expo will be on display in 
Gstaad. The exhibition presents an extensive collection of photographs of foreign films that use Switzerland as a 
backdrop. The impressive exhibition of photos covers a century of foreign films from 1900 to the present. Visitors 
will recognize several iconic characters such as James Bond, Mr. Bean and Heidi, among the hundreds of images.

As the Gstaad Palace has already served as the backdrop for many films, such as “The Return of the 
Pink Panther”, which was partially shot there in 1974, the exhibition will appropriately be held in the Expo 
Room of the Palace. From July 20 to August 3, this cultural event will allow visitors to discover or revisit the 
iconic photos from films whose action takes place in Switzerland; highlighting Swiss landscapes, both real or 
recreated in studio. With a selfie-corner, film excerpts and vintage posters, the Expo is both fun and educational. 
Open daily. Free admission.

The Opening will take place on Saturday 21 July and in two parts: first a reception at Gstaad Palace, 
followed by a screening of the film “The Return of the Pink Panther” (original version, without subtitles) 
at the Ciné-Theater in Gstaad.

Backdrop Switzerland has invited special guest, actress and co-star, Catherine Schell, who will be present 
at the opening evening. After the screening, she will hold a question & answer session; sharing amusing 
anecdotes with the public. She will hold a book signing of her autobiography during the weekend. The evening 
will begin at 18h30 and will end around 23h.

Participation in the Opening events is free and open to all. Places are limited, so guests must register in 
advance by email specifying the number of people and parts they wish to attend (reception at the Palace, film, 
or both).

During the exhibition, Cornelius Schregle, author of the book and curator of the exhibition, will be available 
for interviews, by appointment.

About the association: Backdrop Switzerland is a non-profit association and was created following the publication of the 
book Backdrop Switzerland: Switzerland as seen through the lens of more than a century of foreign films. The author, 
Cornelius Schregle, carried out his research in the archives of the Swiss Cinematheque assembling a century of documents 
in a single book. Backdrop Switzerland is now considered a reference book in the world of cinema. In autumn 2019, 
Backdrop Switzerland Expo will be in Switzerland in Morges at both the Musée Forel and the Bolle Foundation.

About the Gstaad Palace: The luxury 5-star hotel opened its doors in December 1913. It is managed by the Scherz family 
since three generations making it one of the last family run hotels in Europe; assuring its guests a most friendly; first-class 
experience. Many famous movie stars, film producers, TV series and Bollywood movies have made the Gstaad Palace 
legendary.

Exhibition: July 20 – August 3, 2018. Open daily. Free admission.
Opening events: Saturday, July 21. Reservations required.
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